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Yolanda Borrás trained 125 early childhood teachers who represented educational districts from 
every province across the country.  The project ¡Caramba! Kids (2006) included the creation by 
Yolanda Borrás of an award-winning music CD of the same name, a teachers guide, art projects 
guide and two days of training focused on early childhood music.  The full case study appears below:  
 
Profile 
The Ministry of Education of the Dominican Republic, the (PUCAMAIMA) Pontífica Universidad Católica 
Madre y Maestra de Santo Domingo and the office of the First Lady, along with a major private sponsor in  
the country, coordinated efforts to organize a two-day training for 125 early childhood teachers who 
represented educational districts from every province in the country.   
   
Challenges 
Early childhood programs are growing in the Dominican Republic.  However, there is a shortage of qualified 
education specialists for this age group. The Ministry of Education needed to train a selected group of 
educators in specialty areas such as music and hired Yolanda Borrás to provide a teaching guide and support 
material to use in the early childhood centers across the nation.  The educators that participated in this project 
were going to serve as mentors for other teachers in their district.  
 
Actions  
Yolanda Borrás provided two full days of professional development for 125 early childhood educators that 
traveled from all parts of the country.  An award-winning CD of Spanish songs was produced and recorded 
and an accompanying teacher's guide was also custom-designed for this project.  The workshop was highly 
interactive and included the presentation of an integrated arts curriculum approach.  Yolanda taught best 
practices for teaching musical elements and rhythmic activities and introduced innovative methodology to 
incorporate music, movement and art with language development.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Caramba! Kids (2006), a Parents Choice 
award-winning Spanish music CD for 
children was created by Yolanda Borrás for 
this project. 



 
 
 
Results  
Each participant was provided with a CD, Guide and CD player to take back to their schools.   The CD was a 
very useful tool for all, but especially valuable to those educators that are not musicians.   The CD was 
produced with acoustic instruments and included instrumental tracks to add educational value to this teaching 
tool. These tracks enabled the educators to sing along in class, to identify instruments or play along with 
home-made instruments. 
 
Testimonials 
 
The following testimonials are a sample from a collection of letters from 125 preschool/early elementary public 
school teachers from the Dominican Republic that participated in this project.  
 
"This workshop was wonderful. I feel motivated and satisfied to 
have had the opportunity to learn new methodologies to enrich 
my teaching practice and use this new knowledge with the 
boys and girls I teach. Thank you."  
 
"Thanks for such and important workshop, dynamic, 
participatory, and thanks for all the early childhood teaching 
techniques you have shared with us."  
 
"A fun, motivating and spectacular workshop! I look forward to 
putting this knowledge into practice so that it may reach every 
corner of our country. I believe it will benefit the young children 
that are just starting their education so that they can face the 
world with joy and knowledge of music and that they can grow 
strong and healthy. Thank you."  
 

Teachers from the Dominican Republic created 
visual props to enhance language acquisition and 
home-made instruments to accompany the musical 
activities. 


